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Not much is known about Kyle Roth- 
weiler, man of mystery, whose “Duck 
‘Bill’ Platypus’’ introduced him to 
readers across the nation in Critters 
#34-37, so we're filling up this space 
with a rejected version of the cover to 
this issue (done before we'd decided 
to ditch the Critters logo). Nice... 
but we think the one we ended up with 
is better. Thanks to Mike Kazaleh for 
inking the logo, and to Tom Luth for col- 
laborating on the cover coloring. 
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CRITTERS LETTERS 


Send to: 7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115 


This time, just to be different, let’s start 
off with a couple of letters from Critters 
contributors. —KIM THOMPSON 


Dear Kim, 

A brief reply to Eric Blumrich, who 
writes in Critters #39 that the “serious” 
funny animal comics transcend the 
humorous Disneyesque stuff; actually, it 
was Disney himself who invented the 
“serious” funny animal, as a movie gim- 
mick, at least as far back as Bambi. The 
kind of sentimental hokum used in that 
picture was almost never employed in the 
Disney organization’s comic books, and 
for good reason—Disney, who had an 
unerring instinct for how the popular 
media worked, seemed to understand 
that film is a ‘hot’ medium, comics a 
“cold’’ one, and that the kind of cheap 
emotional tricks the movies pull off so 
effortlessly seem like a load of crap in 
the comics—something which most 
people in the funnybook business have 
not figured out to this day. 

Kyle Rothweiler 
Bozeman, MT 


@ It’s also worth pointing out, I 
suppose, that Bambi’s animals are not 
anthropomorphic per se, just carica- 
tured. (They do not, for one thing, have 
hands.) But I’m going to sit out this 
dramatic-vs.-humorous-funny-animals 
debate; it’s getting too hot for me. 
—KT 


Dear Kim, 

I'm sorry to see the Critters anthology 
format ending, but what an issue to go 
out with (#38)! 

I realize there will be an upcoming an- 
thology issue as in the past, but have you 
also considered doing issues devoted to 
a single character but done by different 
artists? For example, Tom Stazer could 
write a three-part Lionheart story with 
him drawing the first chapter, myself 
doing the second, and someone else 
doing the finale. Or you could have three 
separate short Lionheart stories com- 
pletely done by different artists (all 
approved by Tom, of course). I’ve used 
Tom as an example because he and I have 
talked about doing a collaboration some- 
day and also because I admire his work 
and would love to draw a Lionheart story. 

The ‘Alumnus Update” was a nice 
addition but I'd like to add to William 
Van Horn’s credits. He’s written and/or 
illustrated a number of wonderful chil- 
dren’s books including Twitchtoe the 
Beastfinder, The Big Sneeze (which 
features some very familiar-looking 
dinosaurs), This Is the Place for Me, and 
Hank and Frank Fix Up the House. Van 
Horn fans (and I count myself among 
them) should really look for these books. 

Cheers, 

Stan Sakai 
Pasadena, CA 


@ A nifty thought, Stan. Tom? And 
thanks for the Van Horn recommenda- 
tions—I knew Bill had been doing some- 
thing other than comics all these years, 
but I never had a clear idea what. (Inci- 
dentally, issue #45 of Critters will be an 
all-Ambrose issue. . .everyone remember 
Bill’s vaudeville frog?) —KT 


Dear Kim, 

Usually “Fission Chicken” is the fun- 
niest feature in Critters, but I think J.P. 
Morgan's ‘Toilets of Terror” (#38) was 
totally absurd. Sure, it’s fun to read 
wacky stories like these, but I’d rather 
see our feathered friend pounding 
“Marketing Experts From Beyond” 
rather than monstrous toilet bowls! 
Anyway, “The Homogenization Ray” 
(#39) was a better story. I like the Vor- 
toxian characters and the Tortoises were 
a treat to see. 

It’s been about a year since I started 
buying Critters and I have most of the 
issues. The art is what attracted me to 
the comic. Actually, all the artists’ styles 
are satisfying in their own ways. I do 
have my personal favorites, namely 
Timothy Fuller, Steve Gallacci, William 
Van Horn, and Mike Kazaleh (can’t wait 
for the ‘“‘Herman and Janet’’ issue). 

Critters has also influenced my own 
funny-animal work. Here is a drawing 
of my vixen character. 

David DuPerre 
Jacksonville, IL 


ot 


Vv, 


@ David sent cnother letter in which he 
asked how he could get copies of Albedo 
(send $2.50 to Thoughts and Images, 
P.O. Box 19419, Seattle, WA 98109 and 
you should get a sample issue) and 
whether there will be any ‘‘double- 
issues’’ of Critters (yes; issue #50, most 
likely). J.P. Morgan says he’s sorry and 
promises not to be totally absurd again. 


[See ‘‘LETTERS,’’ page 23] 
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[From ‘“‘LETTERS,”’ inside front cover] 
Dear Critters, 

I've been buying Critters regularly 
since #28. 

“The Blue Beagle,” “Fission Chick- 
en,” “Lionheart,” “Captain Jack,” “Fon- 
tain the Fox,” and “Hyper Al” are real- 
ly great. 

Everything else isn’t. 

How’s that for diplomatic? 

Kevin Miller 


Elmhurst, IL 
@ “My favorite readers this month 
are...’ No, I don’t have the heart. 
—KT 


Hello there, 

I’m having a problem with Critters, 
lately, especially with three of the main 
features: “Fission Chicken,’ “Blue 
Beagle,” and “Lionheart.” Tim Fuller’s 
artwork is brilliant, J.P. Morgan’s is 
ferociously on target, but... 

But I, for one, am a bit fed up with 
the “‘parody only”’ diet, fed up with the 
“Disney Is Alive” and “Ollie North Is 
a Fink’’ plots we've been deluged with 
recently, especially since their treatment 
is every time extremely similar. 

Non-interference from the editor is to 
be applauded, up to a point: certainly, 
a minimum of editing could prevent such 
redundancies. 

Parody is nice. But balance is better. 

I’m sure Tim Fuller can do a smashing 
story without the crutch of yesterday’s 
media flash-in-the-pan. 

Otherwise, Critters is fun, the ‘‘Tails 
from the Darkside” series starts up great, 
and William Van Horn is a consistent 
pleasure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Patrick Marcel 
Etaples, France 


@ You're right, Patrick, and the terrible 
trio of Tom, Tim, and J.P. have since 
readjusted their sights. Look on it as a 
brief planetary alignment of similar sen- 
sibilities; the tides were a bit rough, but 
we're over them now. —KT 


Dear Critters, 

I know it’s going to sound a little lame 
this late in the game, but—Critters is just 
fabulous! It’s a long story, and here it 
ae 
I'm twenty. . .I knocked off buying 
comics about ten years ago when they 
hit forty cents (forty cents!! If only. . .). 
Then last summer my buddy Brad took 
our mob down to the Comic Den, and 
I re-acquired the habit. 

In September I picked up my first copy 
of The Dreamery, which led me to Fu- 
sion around November. I was already a 
fan of anthropomorphs, and so I picked 
up Albedo. The two convinced me that 
Steve Gallacci was an artist and writer 
whose work was worth following. Terry, 
my dealer, pointed me toward “‘Birth- 
right” in Critters. I picked up #2, which 
set me back $5—first time I’ve ever 
risked that much on a first exposure. At 
first, the only thing I liked was “‘Birth- 


I READ “CRITTERS BECAUSE L LIKE 
ANTHROMORPHICS, AND LT EXPOSES mE 
TO A GREATER VARIETY OF STYLES THAN 
A NON-ANTHOLOGIC TITLE WouLp, 


PLUS, “CRITTERS” IS A WELCOME CHANGE 
FROM THE INCESSANT DELUGE OF 
EXTRANORMAL APRENALIN FREAKS 
COMPRISING $0 MUCH OF THE COMICS 
ON THE MARKET, 


I ENJOY THE HUMOR INHERENT IN MANY OF THE 
STORIES, AS MOST OF THE ARTIST /WRITERS SEEM To 
BE QUITE TWISTED, THE OCCASIONAL SERIOUS STORY 
TS ASO QUITE WELCOME, PUTTING THE LIE To THE 
NOTION THAT “FUNNY ANLMALS” ARE JVST FOR KIPPIES, 


An illustrated letter from Charles E. Roe (an enlightened soul). 


right” (the rest I figured you could file 
in the round cabinet). But I made up my 
mind to collect at least those issues. 

So I started picking them up. But the 
more I read, the more I liked. “Usagi” 
was the next thing I clued into. I dedid- 
ed to collect the set. So I cashed in all 
my Dredds, Yummy Furs, Space Beavers, 
and grossed enough to pick up some ma- 
jor collecting. As of today I’m missing 
#4 and some of the 20s, but 
otherwise—wowee! 

As of last night, I’m just getting into 
“Gnuff’—I'’m about up to the “Orva”’ 
episodes—and the whole thing’s looking 
great. “Lionheart,” too, looks like a lot 
of fun. “Fission Chicken” is fun, too— 
that frame where Kikbak and Selmor pop 
their heads and make an escape looks 
straight outta Yellow Submarine! One of 
the best things about your ’zine is how 
it features new stuff all the time. Sorta 
like the Tonight Show for us anthrophile 
comic readers. 

The editorials are warm and Critters 
wouldn’t be the same without ’em. . .or 
the answers to inquiries in the letters— 
at least we know you read your mail and 


don’t just print it! The letters prove you 
have an intelligent, caring readership, 
and I’m happy—and honored—to join 
them! 

I’m gonna ask it. Any chance Steve G. 
has a “Birthright III” in the works? I'd 
like to know what happened to Alfon, 
Andre, and Jenna. God knows, they 
deserve better than to be stranded be- 
tween worlds—as they have been, appar- 
ently, for over a year now. And if that 
bugs me, what about the people who've 
been following it from day 1? 

One last thing before I go, folks. The 
title—Critters—yeah, it gives it all away, 
but, I mean, well, isn’t it a bit deroga- 
tory? If you called Alfon a critter, you’d 
probably get a narrow stare and cold 
reply—doing likewise to Usagi could be 
fatal! You people are playing with ethnic 
dynamite! But then, I guess we’re all 
critters... 

Yours sincerely, 

Todd G. Sutherland 
Mississauga, Ontario 


@ You sold your Yummy Furs? I’m 
touched... Yeah, I used to have argu- 


ments with people about the negative 
connotations to the word ‘“‘critters’’ (Josh 
Quagmire expressed reservations about 
it, as I recall) but it hardly comes up any 
more. Anyway, the title’s really tiny now. 

Oh, didn’t I mention this before? 
“Birthright III’’ starts in #47, on sale 


in October. —KT 


Dear Mr. Thompson, 

Critters #34-37 were great, but I’m 
saddened by fact that you’re ditching the 
good ol’ anthology format. I can’t believe 
it. . after all these years. . .oh well! I just 
hope that the change won’t affect “Birth- 
right III” in any bad manner. [See 
previous answer. —KT] 

The covers: Although #34’s was ex- 
tremely well done, #35’s by Lela Dowl- 
ing was the most remarkable. #36’s was 
pretty cool, and #37’s was so-so (Mike’s 
done better). A job well-done, people! 

The innards: #34’s “‘Dognet” was 
perfect. I can’t get over Tim Fuller’s 
Quax Bedroom, and Robohop was bad- 
ass! “Tails From the Darkside” was the 
best! Great art, great story. . .I wanna see 
more! “‘Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus”: I'll get to 
that in a moment. 

#35’s “Fission Chicken” story was 
classic. I can’t wait for that fall-issue FC. 
story. “Lionheart” was superb (as 
always). I hope to see a collected book 
in the future. “Smokey Goes Legit” was 
also enjoyable. “Duck ‘Bill’”: Hold yer 
horses. 

#36’s “Lionheart” was a great follow- 
up to the first chapter and was even bet- 
ter!! I still want that “Lionheart” book. 
“D‘B’P.”: Just a second. “Fission Chick- 
en” was excellent in every way; but I 
liked the first part more. 

#37's “Hyper Al” story was good and 
all, but Mike can do better than this. I 
was a bit disappointed. . . but the conclu- 
sion to “Lionheart” totally made up for 
it. Word, it was def! 

And now the bad news: “Duck ‘Bill’ 
Platypus.” WHY?!! Why did you do it?!! 
This is bogus entertainment. I did not 
one bit understand this comic. I never 
want to see this complete waste of paper 
again. I’m sorry if I sound too criticiz- 
ing, but this type of useless horse waste 
doesn’t belong in Critters. “‘Lionheart,” 
“Fission Chicken,” “Blue Beagle,” 
“SpeakingStone,” “Usagi Yojimbo” (hi 
Stan!), “Captain Jack,’ “Birthright,” 
“Gnuff;’ “Nilson Groundthumper,”’ 
“Angst,” “Lizards”. . .they all belong in 
Critters. What did we do to deserve this? 
I gave the strip a chance with the first 
story, but after that, it started to get really 
annoying. A platypus that I wouldn’t 
mind seeing again is Digger Duckbill. 

Despite this and your dumping the an- 
thology, I'll still read Critters. I have to 
admit it. . .I’m hooked. 

Todd Bustillo 
Cypressville, CA 


@ | just want to see the expression on 
Todd’s face when he realizes I printed 
his letter in the ‘‘Duck ‘Bill’ Platypus’’ 
issue just so he'd have to buy it. Anyway, 
Todd, take a gander at the next letter... 

—KT 


Dear Mr. Thompson, 

At first, I disliked “‘Duck ‘Bill’ Plat- 
ypus,” but it grows on you. I have liked 
everything else at first glance, so keep 
it up. All I can say is that Kyle Roth- 
weiler is deeply, deeply weird. 

I used to read a title called Morphs, 
by GraphXpress, but I haven’t seen it for 
a while and am afraid it has gone to its 
reward. If this is so, why not put some 
of the works it featured into Critters? 
After all, Morphs had its share of the 
Strange and Twisted in only three issues. 

Regarding the Dearth of Serious 
Animals, maybe it’s due to some fun- 
damental psychological effect that forces 
the Artists to try to be funny. I mean, 
serious strips have all sorts of grief and 
pain in them, the artists must like their 
characters (or why draw them) and thus 
serious strips force artists to put 
characters they like through said grief 
and pain. No wonder most of the 
Animals are funny! 

Well, I'll end this letter so you can 
open some missives from slobbering fan- 
boys. (I’m too old to be a fan-boy, being 
27.) 

Live Long and Prosper. 

(Yes, I’m one of those, too.) 

Charles E. Roe 
San Angelo, TX 


@ Hey, Morphs is still alive and 
kicking—it’s just a little off schedule. 
Okay, a lot off schedule. What can I 
say—they can’t all be bears on schedul- 
ing like I am. Issue #5, which features 
work by part-time Fantagraphics femmes 
fatales Donna Barr and Mel. White 
among others, should be out sometime 
this summer, according to publisher Jim 
Groat. 

And if you think being in your late 20s 
immunizes you to Fanboy Syndrome, 
think again. This isn’t mumps we're talk- 
ing about... 


| 


vals : ’ 


That's it for this time. Next issue: an 
all-Captain Jack letters column. And 
don't forget to write and tell me what 
you've thought of the first three ‘‘solo’’ 
Critters issues! Thanks to Taral Wayne 
for the above spot illo, by the way.—KT 


COMING 


NEXT ISSUE 
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Critters #42. Captain Jack returns—well, 
no, he doesn’t. But everyone else does, 
including Herman, Janet, and creator 
Mike Kazaleh—although not really Beez- 
lebub. . . Confused yet? Don’t miss Not 
the Adventures of Captain Jack! 


AND, ON | 
SALE NEXT 
MONTH 


Stinz #2. Steinheld’s army stint con- 
tinues, courtesy the indefatigably wacky 
Donna Barr! ON SALE IN EARLY JULY. 


FANTAGRAPHICS 


sonia FISSION CHICKEN 


J.P. Morgan's fighting fowl battles a bewildering array of 
irritating foes—and all he wants to do is be left alone! 
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sinister Vortoxians (Marketing Experts pe bon A 
From Outer Space)—these are just a few — = 
of the enemies that make life miserable 
for Fission Chicken, the nuclear- 
powered, egg-spawned bombshell. 


After a long and much-applauded career 
in the pages of Critters, Fish (as he’s 
known to fans nationwide) explodes in 
the pages of his very own regular comic! 
Written and drawn by J.P. MORGAN, 
with a back-up series by Kyle Rothweiler 
and cover colors by Brad Foster, this 
comic will tickle your wishbone! (And 
watch out for THE FISSION CHICKEN 
COLLECTION VOLUME ONE this fall!) 


Send me the following nifty-keeno Fission Chicken stuff: 
(] Fission Chicken #1 for $2.25 
1) A sub to Fission Chicken #1-4 for $7.00 


The following issues of Fission Chicken-contaminated 
Critters for $2.25 each, except where noted: 


O#15 O#19 (#20 O#21 #24 (#27 


(#28 0#30 Ci#32 (#33 0#35 [1#36 address 

(|#39 (all-FC issue) O# 23 ($4.25) O# 38 ($3.25) 

Allow six to eight weeks for delivery. Foreign orders add 

10% for additional postage. And don't forget to keep your city state zip 
sunny side up! 


Send orders to FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, WA 98115 


All artwork © 1989 John P. Morgan 


Another Fine Magazine from 


FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 


STICK- 


BOY INSIDE!) rey 


“It’s a great comic. Like a new lost book of Chena 


w 

by, J 
MARBLES 
BEFORE, 
Swine - 


THINK / 


paradise, the book rejected from the King 

James Bible because Adam and Eve fall 

down and cry so much all the time’ 
—GARY PANTER 


“Hilarious stuff, full of nihilism and agonizing 
over the big questions... Love it ‘Side- 
splitting stuff says R. Crumb, ‘The Crumb of 
the ’8Os...’ No, | called some other young 
cartoonist that already.” 

—R. CRUMB 


“The more | think about it, the more con- ays Gene Se 
vinced | am that $tickboy is some kind of Z ¥isy 3009 
masterpiece: —KIM DEITCH FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 


Dennis Worden's Stickboy examines the 

big questions of life-the really big ques- 

tions of life-in this two-issue (so far) series 

by Dennis Worden. Talking penises, bugs who 
lives in dogs’ rectums, an array of multi- 
dimensional Stickboys, atomic war, the threat of 
yuppies, job boredom, marshmallows, death and 
rebirth, all coalesce into a consistently entertain- 
ing (in a gruesome, depraved sort of way) look 
at Life As We Know It. 

Cheaper than seeing a psychiatrist, easier 
than suicide, more fun than actually trying to 
live your life, it’s Stickboy! Not for the faint- 
hearted or the easily offended! 


I'M So PROUD oF THIS 
PIZZA / ISNT ITA 
Pitta ? Just 


PRIDE ?/ vou ExPecT 
ME To HAVE PRIDE 


Please send me the following: 
0 Stickboy #1 for $2.75. 
0 Stickboy #2 for $2.75. 


ag | SOO BUCKS A MONTH 
Sy | FOR THIS STINKIN’ LITTLE 
SHITHOLE OF AN APART- 


address 


WE YOU STUPID 


city state zip 


Send to: FANIAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 7563 Lake City Way, Seattle, 
WA 98115. Please certify that you are 18 years or older; allow 
six to eight weeks for delivery. Foreign orders please add 
extra 10% for extra postage. 


“1 ef ONS 


>> Pr >) 1989 Dennis Worden 


